
MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A MEETING
OF THE AYLESBURY VALE DISTRICT COUNCIL

27 FEBRUARY 2019

This meeting was webcast. To view the detailed discussions that took place please see 
the webcast which can be found at: 
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.publici.tv/core/portal/home 

PRESENT: Councillor S Renshell (Chairman); Councillors J Brandis (Vice-Chairman), 
B Adams, C Adams, M Bateman, N Blake, J Bloom, A Bond, S Bowles, C Branston, 
B Chapple OBE, S Chapple, J Chilver, A Christensen, A Cole, S Cole, M Collins, 
B Everitt, P Fealey, N Glover, A Harrison, M Hawkett, T Hunter-Watts, T Hussain, 
A Huxley, P Irwin, S Jenkins, R Khan, R King, S Lambert, A Macpherson, T Mills, 
G Moore, H Mordue, S Morgan, R Newcombe, C Paternoster, C Poll, G Powell, W Raja, 
M Rand, S Raven, B Russel, M Stamp, Sir Beville Stanier Bt, R Stuchbury, D Town, 
J Ward, W Whyte and M Winn

APOLOGIES: Councillors J Blake, P Cooper, B Foster, S Jarvis, L Monger, M Smith, 
P Strachan and A Waite

WEBCASTING

Prior to the start of the meeting, the Chairman reminded everyone present that the 
meeting would be broadcast live to the internet and be capable of repeated viewing.

Members of the audience who did not wish to be on camera were invited to move to a 
marked area at the side of the chamber.

1. MINUTES 

RESOLVED – 

That the Minutes of the meeting of Council held on 6 February, 2019, be approved as a 
correct record.

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no announcements by the Chairman or Cabinet Members.

3. PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS (IF ANY) 

There were none.

4. WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

No Written Questions had been submitted in December, 2018 or January, 2019.  
Previous questions could be viewed at:-

http://democracy.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=441

5. COUNCIL TAX SETTING 2019-20 

The Council received a report on the amounts of Council Tax that would be payable by 
residents of the District during 2019/20, based upon the approved budgets set by the 
relevant local authorities and the Police and Fire Authorities which made up the total 

http://www.aylesburyvaledc.publici.tv/core/portal/home
http://democracy.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=441


Council Tax bill.  The information contained in the report had been based upon a District 
precept of £11,314,900, resulting in a District Council Tax of £154.06.

At the time of issuing the Council agenda, the precepts for the Police and Crime 
Commission, Buckinghamshire County Council and the Bucks and Milton Keynes Fire 
Authority were unresolved and the figures contained in the report were provisional and 
might be subject to change.

The Council had determined income and expenditure plans for 2019/2020 that would 
result in a precept requirement for District expenditure of £11,314,900 and for Aylesbury 
Special Expenses of £902,300.  The Tax base for 2018/2019 was again based upon 
actual levels of Council Tax discount and housing growth, and had increased by 1.30%.

The following amounts for the year 2019/2020 had been determined under delegated 
powers in accordance with Regulations made under Section 31B(3) of the Local 
Government Finance Act, 1992:-

(A) The Council tax Base for 2019/2020 for the whole Council area as 73,446.83 
being the amount calculated by the Council in accordance with Regulation 3 of 
the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992. 

(B) The amounts calculated by the Council in accordance with Regulation 6 of the 
Regulations, as the amounts of its Council Tax Base for the year for dwellings in 
those parts of its area to which one or more special items related, as detailed in 
Appendix B to these Minutes.

It was proposed by Councillor Mordue and seconded by Councillor Mills that the report 
recommendations be approved and adopted. 

As required by Council Procedure Rules and Statutory Regulations, a recorded vote 
was taken on the Council Tax Setting resolutions and the voting was as follows:- 

FOR:  Councillors B Adams, C Adams, N Blake, Bond, Bowles, Mrs Bloom, Mrs 
Brandis, Branston, B Chapple OBE, Christensen, Mrs Chapple, Chilver, A Cole, S Cole, 
Everitt, Fealey, Mrs Glover, Mrs Harrison, Hawkett, Hussain, Irwin, Mrs Jenkins, Khan, 
King, Lambert, Mrs Macpherson, Mills, Moore, Mordue, Mrs Morgan, Newcombe, Mrs 
Paternoster, Poll, Powell, Raja, Rand, Raven, Mrs Renshell, Mrs Russel, Stamp, Sir 
Beville Stanier, Town, Mrs Ward, Whyte and Winn.

AGAINST:  There were none.

ABSTENTIONS:  Councillors Bateman, Huxley and Stuchbury.

RESOLVED – 

(1) That the following amounts be calculated for the year 2019/2020 in accordance with 
Sections 31 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act, 1992:- 

(a) £75,119,355.20 being the aggregate of the amounts of expenditure which the 
Council estimates for the items set out in Section 31A (2) of the Act. 

(b) £56,815,358.20 being the aggregate of the amounts of income which the Council 
estimates for the items set out in Section 31A (3) of the Act. 

(c) £18,303,997.00 being the amount by which the aggregate at 3.1(a) above exceeds 
the aggregate at 3.1(b) above, calculated by the Council, in 
accordance with Section 31A(4) of the Act as its Council Tax 



requirement for the year. (Item R in the formula in Section 31B of 
the Act). 

(d) £249.21 being the amount at 3.1(c) above (Item R), all divided by the 
amount at 2.3(a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance 
with Section 31B of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax 
for the year (including parish precepts and special expenses).

(e) £6,989,097.00 being the aggregate amount of all special items (including parish 
precepts and special expenses) referred to in Section 34(1) of the 
Act. 

(f) £154.06 being the amount at 3.1(d) above less the result given by dividing 
the amount at 3.1(e) above by the amount at 2.3(a) above, 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 34(2) of the 
Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings 
in those parts of its area to which no Parish precept or special item 
relates.

(g) Appendix A sets out those amounts which are calculated by adding to the 
amount at 3.1(f) above, the amounts of the special item or items 
relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council’s area divided in 
each case by the amount at 2.3(b) above, calculated by the 
Council, in accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic 
amounts of its council tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of 
its area to which one or more special items relate. 

(h) Appendix B sets out those amounts which are calculated by multiplying the amounts 
at 3.1(f) and 3.1(g) (see Appendix A) by the number which, in the 
proportion set out in Section 5 of the Act, is applicable to dwellings 
listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that 
proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, 
as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of 
categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.

(2) That it be noted that for the year 2019/2020 Buckinghamshire County Council, 
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Fire Authority and the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Thames Valley had indicated the following amounts as precepts to be 
issued to the Council in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance 
Act, 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-

Valuation Band A B C D E F G H
Proportion of 
Band D Tax 6/9 7/9 8/9 1 11/9 13/9 15/9 2
Buckinghamshire 
County Council £886.43 £1,034.16 £1,181.90 £1,329.64 £1,625.12 £1,920.59 £2,216.07 £2,659.28
Police & Crime 
Commissioner 
Thames Valley £137.52 £160.44 £183.36 £206.28 £252.12 £297.96 £343.80 £412.56
Bucks & MK Fire  
Authority £43.05 £50.22 £57.40 £64.57 £78.92 £93.27 £107.62 £129.14

(3) That, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at (1) (h) (see 
Appendix B) and (2) above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local 
Government Finance Act, 1992, hereby sets the following amounts shown at Appendix 



C as the amounts of Council tax for the year 2019/2020 for each of the categories 
shown. 

NOTE: Where disabled persons relief is granted, the tax chargeable drops one band. In 
the case of properties in Band A, the reduced charge is calculated as 5/9 of the Band D 
tax. 

Appendix D gives brief notes to clarify the definitions used in paragraph 3 of the 
resolution and to illustrate the local impact of the Council Tax proposals.

6. TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2019-20 

Consideration was given to a report, similar to that submitted to the Finance and 
Services Scrutiny Committee on 14 January, 2019, (and summarised in the Minutes of 
that meeting), regarding the Council’s Treasury Management Strategy Statement, 
including the Treasury Management Policy Statement, the Minimum Revenue Provision 
Policy Statement, the Annual Investment Strategy and the Council Capital Strategy, all 
of which had been appended to the Council report.  These too could be viewed on the 
Council’s web site.

The Scrutiny Committee had been supportive of the various strategies referred to in the 
Council report.

Proposed by Councillor Mordue, seconded by Councillor Fealey and

RESOLVED – 

That the following be approved:-

 The Treasury Management Strategy Statement for 2019/20 as detailed in 
Appendix A to the Council report.

 The Annual Investment Strategy as detailed in Appendix A4 of the Council 
report.

 The Minimum Revenue Provision Policy Statement as detailed in Appendix A5 of 
the Council report.

 The Treasury Management Statement as detailed in Appendix A6 of the Council 
report.

 The Capital Strategy for 2019/20 as detailed in Appendix A7 of the Council 
report.

7. AVDC PAY POLICY 2019 

The Council was required to review and publish its Pay Policy annually.  Council 
received a report similar to that submitted to the General Purposes Committee on21 
January, 2019 and summarised in the Minutes of that meeting, reviewing the current 
policy.  The updated policy had been attached to the Council report and could be viewed 
on-line at the Council’s web site.

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Macpherson, seconded by Councillor Mrs Jenkins and

RESOLVED –



That the updated AVDC Pay Policy 2019 be approved.

8. LIMITED SCOPE REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND PLACES 

Council received a report, also submitted to the General Purposes Committee on 21 
January, 2019 detailing the outcome of consultations in relation to a limited scope 
review of polling districts and polling places following the experiences of the County 
Council elections held in 2017.  The report could be viewed on the Council’s web site.

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Macpherson, seconded by Councillor Mrs Glover and 

RESOLVED – 

That the following changes to polling districts/polling places be approved:-

Polling Districts Proposed Polling Station
BFA
Whitchurch & BBY Creslow
(electors 762)

St John’s Hall, White Horse Lane,
Whitchurch, HP22 4 JZ

AAI Hawkslade & AAS 
Walton Court
(electors 3124)

Walton Court Community Centre, Hannon Road,
Walton Court, Aylesbury, HP21 8TJ

BDP & BET
Upper/Nether Winchendon
(electors 206)

St. Nicholas Parish Church, Barrack Hill,
Nether Winchendon, HP18 ODY

BBX Chilton
(electors 232)

Chilton House, Chilton,
Bucks, HP19 8FF

BBO
Buckingham – Highlands & 
Watchcroft
(electors 346)

Maids Moreton Village Hall, Main Street,
Maids Moreton, MK18 1QS

ABC
Stoke Mandeville – Stoke 
Leys
(electors 473)

Hawkslade Community Centre, Orwell Drive,
Aylesbury, HP21 9UE

BBJ
Bierton
(electors 1671)

Bierton Sports Centre, Recreation Ground,
Burcott lane, HP22 5AS

BCZ
Ivinghoe Aston
(electors 226)

Ewe Barn, Grove Farm,
Ivinghoe Aston

 

9. GUIDE TO THE CREATION AND WORKING WITH COMPANIES 

In 2016, the Council had agreed to the inclusion in the Constitution of a document 
designed to give guidance on the creation and administration of companies in which it 
had a financial interest  Following the Council’s decision to carry out an independent 
audit of the activities of Aylesbury Vale Broadband, a cross party group had been 
appointed to examine how the auditor’s recommendations should be implemented.



At its meeting on 28 January, 2019, the Audit Committee received report (attached as 
an Appendix to the Council report), setting out the final recommendations of the cross 
party group.  A number of the cross party group’s recommendations were related to the 
guide referred to above.  The Audit Committee had received a schedule of the 
recommendations flowing from the independent auditor’s report and in a number of 
cases the cross party group had agreed, and the Audit Committee had concurred, with a 
number of changes being made to the guide.  A copy of the revised guide, incorporating 
these changes was submitted.

Proposed by Councillor Newcombe, seconded by Councillor Christensen, and

RESOLVED – 

That the revised “Guide to the Creation and Working with Companies in which AVDC 
has Financial Interest” detailed in the Appendix to the Council report, be approved for 
inclusion in the Council’s Constitution.

10. QUESTION TIME 

Members had the opportunity to ask questions of individual Cabinet Members and 
Committee Chairmen about issues affecting their portfolios/Committee activities:- 

(a) Five Year Housing Land Supply (Councillor Stuchbury) – the Cabinet Member 
for Strategic Planning and Infrastructure informed Members that she would ask 
the Officers to provide all Councillors with updated information on the latest 
housing numbers for the Council’s five year housing land supply.

(b) Elmhurst Community Centre (Councillor Mrs Morgan) – the Cabinet Member 
for Finance and Resources gave an undertaking to provide the Member with 
information on the Section 106 agreement relating to the sale of the Elmhurst 
Community Centre.

(c) Household Waste Collections (Councillor Huxley) – the Cabinet Member for 
Waste and Licensing informed Members refuse collection crews were regularly 
reminded of the need to ensure that food caddies and bins were returned safely 
to the front of residences so that they would not get damaged.

(d) HS2 (Councillor C Adams) – the Leader of the Council informed Members that, 
on behalf of the Council, she would be writing to local MPs as well as the 
Chairman of HS2 to remonstrate about the impact of the maintenance depot to 
be built on the proposed HS2 line between Calvert and Steeple Claydon, 
including a temporary railhead to be constructed to the north of the depot.  Plans 
for much of the work had not been made available publicly or been subject to 
community engagement.  It was believed that the works would likely result in the 
destruction of over 250 acres of hedgerows and impact on local wildlife and 
biodiversity.

The Deputy Leader of the Council supported the comments made by the Leader 
and informed Members that work done by the Rt Hon David Lidington MP had 
helped to secure some additional HS2 mitigation measures.

(e) Connected Knowledge (Councillor Christensen) – the Cabinet Member for 
Finance and Resources informed Members that regular meetings had been held 
with the County Council in relation to Connected Knowledge and how this work 
might fit in with the establishment of the new Buckinghamshire Council.  The 



Cabinet Member would respond directly to the Member with details of the 
meeting dates.

(f) IT for Members (Councillor Lambert) – the Leader of the Council informed the 
Member that she was happy to work with him and look into why he was 
experiencing difficulties working with the Council’s email and IT system since the 
updated security measures (OKTA and mobile device management) had been 
introduced.

(g) Housing and Homelessness Strategy 2019-2022 (Councillor Everitt) – the 
Cabinet Member for Communities provided Members with a detailed response 
on the work and progress made by the Council to tackle and reduce 
homelessness in the area since the Strategy was adopted in December 2018.


